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While the local economic situation 

continues to have an impact on the 

general operating budget at Good 
Shepherd, we rejoice we have contin-

ued to reduce the balance of our out-

standing mortgage in an effort to re-
tire that obligation of the Church by 

the end of next year. Through June 

we have paid off approximately 
$55,800 of the debtôs principal, leav-

ing the mortgage balance at approxi-

mately $129,600 at the end of the 
month.  

 

Unfortunately, our general operating 

budget has not fared as well. Through 
June 2010 we generated a negative 

cash flow of $4,000, but that result 

was only achieved by deferring pay-
ment of approximately $14,000 in 

budgeted apportionments to the Con-

ference and District.  In other words, 
we would have had a negative cash 

flow of approximately $18,000 had 

we paid those apportionments on 
time. We deferred the payments in an 

effort to not reduce budgets for min-

istry areas where we believe God is 
calling us as a local body to serve.  

 

Apportioned funds enable United 

Methodists to do together what no 
church, district, or annual conference 

could do alone. By combining several 

smaller gifts into a larger amount, we 
can effect change across the world. 

Individual churches can minister to a 

small area. We continue to see evi-
dence of this through your faithful 

prayers that have enabled us to send 

13 people to Guatemala, serve more 
than 45 children through Vacation 

Bible School, thousands of people 

through the ministries of Kids With 

Purpose, 200 adults through small 
group discipleship, approximately 50 

youth who regularly participate in 

youth discipleship and mission and  
 

form two new groups for young 

adults. Currently, we are planning 

PumpkinPalooza, our community out-
reach event that last year reached 

more than 600 people.  

 

Media Campaign Next Phase  
 

Last year we successfully completed 

the first part of improving the Sound 
and Media equipment in the Celebra-

tion Center. Thanks to your help and 

dedication, we were able to raise the 
funds necessary to upgrade our sound 

system. The improvements are no-

ticeable in that we are now able to 
hear all parts being sung by the choir 

and band, clearly hearing the children 

during plays, and not hearing a radio 

station in the background while trying 
to pray. What a blessing!  

 

Phase II of the project involves pur-
chasing and installing new projectors 

and screens in the Celebration Cen-

ter. This will allow us to use visual 
and audio presentations to support all 

worship services and bible studies. 

Additionally, we dream of being able 
to use closed circuit projection for 

musicals and plays so everyone can 

see the productions. We would also 
like to offer families the opportunity 

to use media to loop pictures of fam-

ily events during weddings and funer-

als.  
 

In the coming months and year, you 

will see announcements for events, 
such as the August 19 Good Shepherd 

day at Nuevo Mexico (see calendar 

page for more information), that will 
help us raise the funds for this phase 

of the campaign. As much as we de-

sire to begin installing the projectors 
and screens, we first have a commit-

ment to our general fund budget.  

 

 

At this time we ask everyone to 

take a look at your individual cir-

cumstances. If you think you are 
behind in your giving, please make 

an effort to catch up. If you need 

to change your commitment due to 

personal circumstances, please let 
us know by contacting our financial 

secretary Jim Branscome . 

 
If you would like to assist with fund 

raising, please contact Carol 

Draper . If you would like more 
information on the equipment con-

figuration, please contact Jim Mal-

lon . If you have questions about 
the church budget, please contact 

Ron Britt , Finance Chair  

 

Thank you for your faithful service 
to the Church. We ask that you 

continue to pray for Good Shepherd 

and for families within our commu-
nity.  

 

 

Our Commitments  
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Aha!  

Just like you, I suspect that you get very excited when your children confirm 

a lesson that you have been teaching them for years. You think, óAha! They 

get it!ô That happened today. I had a voicemail from one of our youth lead-
ers chaperoning our youth group at Lake Junaluska. He said, ñI saw a t-shirt 

today that made me think of you. It read, óThe church has left the building. 

Gone reaching!ôò  First of all, what a great message. The church has  left the 
building. Thatôs exactly what I told the group heading to Lake Junaluska just 

before they departed. The church is a building but the congregation is not 

really being the church unless we get outside the walls and live the faith of 
the kingdom every day in every place we go. And the way we do that is by 

reaching out with hope. What a great t -shirt.  

But even more significant is the fact someone noticed and made the connec-

tion between the t -shirt and Good Shepherdôs mission. That makes me very 
excited. Our leadership has been preaching, teaching and living that Good 

Shepherd is not just a building but it is present everywhere we live and 

serve. And this leaderôs voicemail confirmed that weôre getting it. We are all 
about being the church not just at 9155 Hungary Road but wherever we hap-

pen to be at any time. When worship ends, the congregation does leave the 

building and it spreads hope to those they encounter. That is good news. 
Keep looking for evidence that óThe church has left the building. Gone reach-

ing!ô 

Now, if I can only find one of those t -shirts in an extra - large  . . .  

 Blessings,  Pastor Ed  
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Church Staff and Leadership  

 
Edward R. Walker,  

Pastor  

walker.ed@gmail.com  
 

Karen O. Albro,   

Office Administrator 

karen.albro@verizon.net  
 

Tom Heaton,  

Minister of Music  
musicmantom@verizon.net  

 

Jermey Hindman  
Interim Contemporary Worship 

Leader  

jhindman77@gmail.com  
 

Roz Blankenship,  

Accompanist  
buildsets@aol.com  

 

Lisa McGehee ,  

Min. of Adult Discipleship and 
Communications  

lisa.mcgehee64@verizon.net  

 
Sara Eddleton,  

Min. of Youth Discipleship and 

Missions   
eddletonsb@gmail.com  

 

Jodi Bischoff,  
Min. of Child Discipleship  

msbisch@verizon.net  

 

Susan Mongold,  
Council Chair  

mongold3@verizon.net  

 
Barry Hewitt,   

Council Co -Chair  

barry@hewettproperties.com  
 

Ellen Smith ,  

Staff Parish Relations Chair  
wmsmithuva@verizon.net  

 

Carol Walker, Treasurer  
carolkwalker@verizon.net  

 

Jim Branscome , Financial  

Secretary  jimrich99@gmail.com  
 

Sonny Rea , Stephen Ministry 

Leader   erea97@aol.com  

New to Good Shepherd?  
 
Sometimes when we are on a journey the most often 

question asked is "What's Next?" If you are new to 

Good Shepherd you may be asking yourself this ques-
tion. If so, Starting.Point can help you answer this 

question, discover our history, learn how to get 

started on your discipleship pathway and much more. 
Starting.Point meets monthly on the second 

Sunday from 10:45 a.m. to 12 p.m.  in the Confer-

ence Room. Nursery is available. Contact Pastor Ed  

for more information.  
 

Pastor Ed looks forward to visiting with persons new 

to Good Shepherd for a " Coffee, Chai and Chat" at 
6:30 p.m. monthly on the fourth Sunday at the 

Panera Bread at the corner of Staples Mill and Par-

ham Road. This is an informal way to get to know 
Pastor Ed better and for him to answer your ques-

tions. To sign -up, visit the Welcome Center in Wistar 

Hall, contact Pastor Ed  or call the church office at 
270 -7613.   

Throughout the 

newsletter, items in 

red , bold  and un-

derlined  indicate 

website and email 

hyperlinks. Place 

your cursor over the 

item and CTRL+click 

to access the web 

or email address.  
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Expressions of Gratitude  
 
I want to thank the family of Good Shepherd for their 

thoughts and prayers concerning the death of my son, 

Don.   I also want to thank all those involved in the 
Prayer Shawl ministry.   It is a great comfort to know 

one is not alone in their pain.  Ruth Kendall         

 

I would like to thank your church for the prayer shawl 
that was sent to me by Denise Hall. During these times 

of stress God is the only answer. Without God in my life 

I would have already perished. Again thank you and I 
will pray for your church and everyone that goes there 

to praise God. Also, thank Denise Hall she is a great 

person to think of me in this time of trouble, may God 
bless her. Brian Jesse  

 

Bruce, Bernie, Meg, Chrissy and Rick wanted to thank 
you for the prayers, telephone calls, prayer shawl, and 

words of encouragement as our family transitions to 

ministry of military families in the army.  Bruce re-

ported for duty on June 28, 2010 and will be serving 
the 91 st military police battalion in Fort Drum, New 

York.  Bernie, Meg, Chrissy and Rick will be in Rich-

mond for at least the next year as we transition to col-
lege and middle school.  We ask that you continue to 

lift our family and other military families in prayer. If 

you would like a prayer card or would like to be in 
touch with Chaplain Ammons contact Bernie Ammons . 

Grace and Peace, The Ammons Family  

 
Thank you so much for the graduation gifts, they will be 

very helpful at college. Itôs been a pleasure attending 

Good Shepherd over the past couple of years. Iôm going 
to miss seeing you on a weekly basis. Wish me luck at 

college! Thanks again, Jack Ditrapani  

 

Thank you for the delicious food you sent to us! It was 
very kind and thoughtful of you. We really appreciated 

it. Godôs blessings to each of you. Linda and Vern 

Marshall  
 

Thank you for your outpouring of love for our family 

during my Dadôs illness and death. You lifted us up by 
your calls, prayers, meals, cards, hugs and warmed us 

with prayer shawls. Blessings to each of you. Carol 

Draper  
 

It was so nice to visit Good Shepherd on Motherôs Day. 

The love you showed to me was heart -warming.  I also 

appreciate all the cards I received following my stroke. 
I am much better, but not quite there. Am grateful for 

the health I have. Blessings upon all of you. Gwyn 

Taylor  
 

Congratulations to Luke Fawcett , a recipient of the 

Rickard Scholarship from the Virginia UM Foundation. 
Luke is a student at Wesley Theological Seminary.  
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Faith in Action  
 
5th Sunday in August Worship  

Service at Westview on the James  

 
On August 29 our Fifth Sunday worship service will be at 

Westview on the James  in Goochland County. This is the 

second year we have had this service at Westview. Why 

are we leaving the church and going to Westview? Wor-
ship and mission go hand - in -hand. Service is an active 

part of worship.  

 
After a brief worship service at 9:30 a.m., we will do 

projects around Westview until noon when we break for 

a pack your own picnic. Projects include working at Sha-
lom Farms and cleaning hiking trails and no ditch digging 

this year! These projects are child - friendly and a great 

time for all ages.  
 

For your picnic items, a refrigerator will be available for 

cold items. From 1 -3 p.m. there will be swimming, vol-

leyball, basketball and a guided hike.  
 

This is the second year we have done this and it is a 

wonderful way for us to be the hand and feet of Christ 
as we meet real needs in our community. If you would 

like to carpool, contact the church office .  

All ages come together 

for worship at Westview 

on the James.  

Cleaning cabin windows.  

mailto:bernieammons1@verizon.net
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Save the Dates  
 

August 22 -24  

The Great Adventure  

Overnight Mission Opportunity for 

3 rd  ï 6 th  graders  

Westview on the James  

This wonderful mission retreat 

gives kids the opportunity to work 
on homes in the Goochland area, 

work at Shalom Farms, enjoy the 

water activities at Westview, wor-
ship, and meet new friends. Pick 

up a brochure at the Welcome 

Desk for all the details. Full Pay-
ment is due by August 9. Cost is 

$85/person.  

 

September 5  

Promotion Sunday  
Children and youth move into their 

new Sunday School classes based 

on school grade  

 

September 12  

3 rd  Grade Bible Presentation 
at 9:30 am service  

A Good Shepherd tradition is to 

present 3 rd  graders with a new bi-

ble at the beginning of the school 
year. Our third grade curriculum 

focuses on learning the Bible and 

how to use the bible:  books, Old 
Testament vs. New Testament, 

looking up scripture, etc.  Please 

email Lynn Bremer  to inform her 
of how you would like your sonôs or 

daughterôs name to appear on 

their new bible. Bible presentation 
is September 12  during the 9:30 

a.m. service.  

Project Hope  
We are collecting school supplies for Longan and Dumbarton Elementary 

Schools. As you are able, please bring the items below and place them in 

the plastic bin near the mission table in Wistar Hall by August 22. Thank you 

for helping spread hope to others.  

Dry erase markers & erasers  

Pencil top erasers                 

Stickers  
Colorful Sharpies                            

Clorox wipes                       

Tissues  

24 count crayons                           
Fiskar scissors                      

Baby wipes  

Glue sticks                          

Antibacterial soap  

3x3 post - it notes                             

Ziploc bags  
(all sizes)                     

Wide tip markers  

Hand sanitizer  

Folders with bottom pockets              
Small supply box                  

Elmerôs glue 

 

Faces of Vacation Bible School  

Planting seeds of faith.  

Opening session 

games provided 

fun for all.  

New friends were made. Thank you Ms. 

Vickie Marandina and team for the life -

like rainforest decorations!  

Thanks Ms. Stephanie Apel for captur-

ing our week in photos. A link to the 

photos will be emailed to parents of the 

participants.  

mailto:ltbn2books@comcast.net

